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our communities. Algal blooms in
drinking water sources can drastically
increase treatment costs. Voluntary
efforts undertaken by residents to
control phosphorus discharges, such
as using zero phosphorus fertilizer,
picking up pet waste, and washing
cars on lawns or at commercial car
washes are critical cost saving
measures for local governments.

« Every dollar spent on protecting
sources of drinking water saves on
water treatment costs, which ulti-
mately must be paid for by our tax
dollars.

« Nationally, the tourism industry
loses close to $1 billion each year,

mostly through losses in fishing

activities as a result of
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Funding for this brochure was

provided by the CNY Storm-
water Coalition consisting of 26
towns and villages, the City of
Syracuse, Onondaga County,
and the NYS Fairgrounds.
Together, the Coalition is work-
ing to protect water quality.




water quality, and
even human health. While most
people connect animal waste
problems to agriculture, studies
have shown that pets, waterfowl
and other urban wildlife waste can
cause significant water pollution
problems.

Pet waste contains several types
of pollutants that contribute to wa-
ter quality problems: nutrients,
such as phosphorus; pathogens;
and naturally toxic materials, such
as ammonia. When rainwater
washes animal waste into lakes
and streams it deoornposes, using
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makes water murky, green,
smelly, and potentially unfit for
swimming, fishing and boating.

Pathogens, the disease-causing
bacteria and viruses associated
with animal and human waste,
can also make local waters unfit
for swimming and fishing, and can
cause severe iliness in humans.

Pick Up After Your Pet
Preventing water pollution can be

as simple as remembering to take
along a plastic bag or pooper
scooper when you walk your dog.
Flush the waste (not the bag)
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DO’s and DON’Ts FOR PET OWNERS
| DO:

| *Remember to bring a bag or other means
to pick up waste when walking your pet

*Always pick up after your pet and dispose
of pet waste in a trash can or pet waste
receptacle

*Wash your hands with soap and water
after pick up

DON'T:

*Leave pet waste on the ground

_ MMMhmmma




